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Some plays make you laugh. Others move
you. Still others deliberately make you un-
comfortable. And a few make your skin crawl.
Bug does it all. A comic psycho-thriller about
love, fear and government-inspired paranoia,
Bug mixes terror and laughter at a fever pitch.
2008 Pulitzer Prize winner Tracy Letts pits
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From the Director

Find the beauty within the
pain. Not all love is pretty, not all
lives fulfilling. Find in each other a
super nova, amazingly intense,
beautiful and brief. Find humanity,
simple humanity, towards oneself,
towards others. REMAIN
AMORPHOUS. Remain distinct.
What dondét you Kk
very i mportant t
know? SOMEWHERE, ON SOME
MACHINE, ARECORD IS KEPT...
What is the line between
legitimate fear and neurotic
paranoia? a love story

oy Tracy Letts

d by Brenna Freestone

IS THERE ONE?

Brenna Freestone
Director

Mature content- no one under 17 admitted

BRENNA FREESTONE was born and raised in Fort Collins and spent
three years training in Los Angeles. While in L.A. she had the honor of
studying with Perviz Sawoski and appeared under her direction in William
Shakespeare®Bhe Winter's Talgperforming inwo roles as well as serving
as Dance Captain for the Bharata Natyam themed performance. Some of
Brenna's favorite roles include EssieYiou Can't Take It With Y1998
OpenStage OPUS Award for Best Supporting Actress), Mrs. ChevAly in
Ideal Husband2006 OPUS for Best Actress), both with OpenStage, and
Marjorie in Extremitieswith openstage et2005 OPUS for Best Actress).
She appeared most recently as Celia in OpenStage Théathés Like It
and as numerous rolesTime Book of LizAdditional favorites are Kattrin in
Mother CouragelLaura inThe Glass Menageri&nd Estelle ilNo Exitwith
Bas Bleu Theatre. She made her directorial debutopénstage etc's

S production oBoy Gets Girland also directeBrighton Beach Memoirfor
leellght TheatreBrenna is the Company Development Director for OpenStage Theatre. She met her
soul mate Andrew through OpenStage, and the two are enjoying their roles as parents to their son Felix
Aedan.
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The Playwright Tracy Letts

Tracy Letts was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma on July 14, 1965 tesedstg author Billie Letts and the
late college pfessor and actor Dennis Letkis brother Shawn is a jazz musician and compésealso
has another brother, Da. Letts was raised in Durant, Oklahoma and graduated from Durant High School
in the early 1980s.

Letts is onel6th Indian. He was even sent a check as part of some NativecAmeonpensation
package. His maternal grandfather committed suicide anbeleft nd a mat er nal grand
was continually chéenging for my family,esgc i al |l y f or my mot her, who wa
grandmother was in and out ofyphiatric wards.

Lettsodos mother asked him
camera into one of the was and film his grandmother
to show her later and perhaps make her see the evil of
her ways. His mother never did show the film to her
mother. But perhaps the act of filming, of dramatizing
her plight was the seed that grew into the mighty tree of
his awad-winning play,August: Osage County

Lettsods i mmediate family
His parents encouraged him to get out of Oklahoma,
reasoning he could only become an academic or take a
job in a bank. After graduating from high school, he
moved to Ddhs, where he waited tables and worked in
telemarketing while starting as an actor. He acted in
Jerry FlemmongD Dammit! which was part of a new
playwrights series sponsored by Southern Methodist University.

Letts moved to Chicago when he was 20, antkea for the next 11 years at Spenwolf and Fin-
ous Door. He was a founding member of Bang Bang SpeouanT heater, whose members included
Greg Kotis (Tony Awareinner forUrinetown), Michael Shannon (Academy Awandminee forRe\o-
lutionary Road, PaulDillon, and Amy Pietz. It was clear from histege years that he had inherited
ANat urt ar epnuwhoehicsa ng rsary®mioit vhee rpdesr saadrda | i ty. yHe was
t hing. | 6m a born adblieemt st larwaeylsd t bl cdeang aa hkeint t dfe
afraid. It was the tortured teenage yeansrmallytat ur ed, not hing extr emeo.

But Chicago meant theatre. dl fell in | ove wi
loved being out alone in the worlBut, you know, along with that freedom come=rtainly in your
twentessa | ot of bad, crazy behaviour. o In particul
company, nurturer of, among many others, Sam Shepard and John Malkovich. Letts jomadtasand
stayed.

Finally, still in the midst of his addictiond n f act , fr i p p-édatswrotehisfirsof t he
play,KillerJoei n 199 1. Al't was é family drama, exceedir
cof fee. 0 Tweplaypremiesed dt the Next [.ab Theater in Chicago, followed by the 29th
Street Rep in NYC. Since theliller Joe has been performed in at least 15 countries in 12 languages.
Tough and, in the climate of the early 1990s, on the leading edge of thesteitgvas a success,
transferring to Edinburgh and then London and establishing Letts as one of the members of the hard
boiled movement that included Sarah Kane and Mark Ravenhill.

But, tough as it wagiller Joe marked the moment Letts went cleanttWhi weeks of its first

opening in Chicago, he sobered up and has been
about getting sober. |l t6s not just about alcoho
patterns of behavioni t heir | ives that are unhealthy and di

OpenStage Theatre BUG Play Guide Page 2



Letts wroteBugin 1996. It was first produced at the Gate Theatre in Notting Hill, London. He later
wrote a screenplay for the 2007 film version. In 2003 he wiate from Nebraska

Jeremy McCarterietr vi ewed Letts in 2007 aLrsonsShadow per f
gave New York its first glimpse of Letssactor, and the reaction ofany in the Barrow Street audience
is, Where has this guy been? Austin Pendleton's play concerns the
tumultuous1960 London premiere of lonesc&kinocerosAs the star
Laurence Olivier and the director Orson Welles do battle (joined by
Olivier's castar/lover Joan Plowright and his unstable wife Vivien
Leigh), Mr. Letts serves as beleaguered referee. He plagsitice
Kenneth Tynan, who organized the production and now narrates its
mishaps to the audience.

Knowing Mr. Letts only through his Grand Guignol plays from the
seedy heartland, | was surprised to see how effortlessly he slipped into a
brown suit and treritcoat to play the chagrinned British critic. Over
lunch recently in Park Slope, where he has been staying with a friend
while in town, that initial surprise was compounded: In his blaskiff
and slight Plainstate drawl, you wouldn't peg him as a tee@erson at
all.

Paradoxically, it's that se#ffacing quality that makes him such an

out standing theater person, b-oth &
this is a personal preferencem not a fan of toudef or ce wr i t i n
said. ot,abmtret's not where my ir

There are no obvious author surrogates in his plays; no characters pop
up to deliver the gospel according to the playwright. He recalled a long
— speech he wrote for Peter, the deranged protagdrigatgp 61t was
of the best writing | ever did, but | cut it be
This summer [2007], William Friedkin will film Mr. Letts's screenplayBefgstarring Ashley Judd
and original lead actor Michael Shannétis most recent play, the Pulitzer finalistan from Nebraska
will be produced in about ten theaters around the country next year. But inexplicably, this sorrowing tale
about a man's crisis of faith still hasn't found a New York producer. He hast,indaffers from New
York of any kind: No playwriting commissions fr
In 2008 Letts won a Tony and the Pulitzer Prize for Dramafgyust: Osage Countjt premiered at
Steppenwolf in Chicago in 2@0before moving to New York. It opened on Broadway in 2007 and ran
into 2009.Augustis a Steppenwolf show. Indeed, Letts points out, only at that company could he have
contemplated a play on anything like that scale. Discouraged by economics and graducarmb i t i 0o n ¢
most playwrights accept they can only hope to get produced with short plays that have a small cast and a
simple setSuperior Donutsvas also produced at Steppenwolf in 2008. His most recent play is his 2009
adaptati onThoeeSigh ek hov 6s
His mother, Billie Letts, has said of his writing: "I try to be upbeat and funny. Everybody in Tracy's
stories gets naked or dead." Letts' plays have been about people struggling with moral and spiritual
guestions. He says he was inspired by thgsptd Tennessee Williams and the novels of William
Faulkner and Jim Thompson. Letts considers sound to be a very strong storytelling tool for theater.
Heds not currently in a family unit himself.
his two older brothers has children either.

Edited copy fromhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tracy_Letts
http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/stage/theatre/article532428@peeww.nysun.com/arts/tracy
lettstheexitinterview/13808/
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The Edgewood Arsenal Experiments

The Edgewood Arsenal experiments (also knowRragect 112 are said to be related to or part of CIA mind
control programs aftéorld War |l. Journalist Linda Hunt, citing records from the National Archives, revealed that
eight German scientists worked at Edgewood uRdeject PapercligSee "Sexet Agenda: the United States
Government, Nazi Scientists and Project Paperclip," St. Martin's Press, 1991; "ABC PrimeTime Live," Operation
Paperclip, 1991, and hearings before the House Judiciary Committee, 1991.]

The experiments were performed at Hagewood Arsenahortheast of Baltimore, Maryland, and involved
the use of hallucinogens suchl&&D, THC, andBZ, in addition tabiologicalandchemicalagents

Experiments on human subjects utilizing such agents goes back to at least World War |. InRi8@0sjdn
the wake of many health claims made from exposure to such agents,
including psydiotropicandhallucinogenialrugs administered in
later experiments, Congress began investigations of misuse of st
experiments, and inadequate informed consent given by the sold
and civilians involved. The Edgewood experiments took place frol
approximately 1952974 at the Bio Medical Laboratory, which is
now known as thé). S. Army MedicaResearch Institute of ‘
Chemical Defenselhe volunteer would spend the weekenesibe.
They would perform tests and procedures (math, navigation,
following orders, memory and interview) while sober. The volunte
would then be dosed by a scientist andgren the same tests. These
tests occurred in the building/hospital under the care of doctors a
nurses. At times the tests would be taken outside to study the eff¢
while in the field. For example thelunteer would have to guard a |
check point while nder the influence to see what effects certain
drugs had on the patient.

"Volunteers" were enticed to volunteer by providing them
additional pay (when soldiers were extremely poorly paid, an
additional $45$60 per month was a huge incentive). In addition,
verbal promises were made that each such volunteer would be g
either a "Soldiers Medal" or an "Army Commendation Medal" if
they participated in these tests. No such medals were given to a
the participants. Many, but not all, soldiers were told th
participation in these tests would result in promotion to a higher r «
(not one soldier was promoted as a result of participation). R

Volunteers were recruited at their home posts, and were promised the additional pay, medals, promotions, a 4
day work week with a 3 day pass every weekend, very light duty, and were told that they would be testing
equipment and defenses against possible attacks by the enemy. Potential volunteers were screened at their home
post, and were later given orders to report todiadgd Arsenal for temporary duty. Approximately 1 out o480
potential volunteers was actually picked to become a Medical Volunteer. It should be noted that the vast majority of
those picked were both in better physical condition that the average safdiavere significantly more intelligent
than the average soldier.

[The following comments are personal but no person was cited on the website listed below.]

ifiOnce you arrived at Edgewood Arsenal , ,goliersweer e b
given a 06" Handbook?©o. Prior to that, no written mate
that some of the tests might be hazardous, but that experienced and highly qualified medical teams were standing
by and you wuld be pulled out of any situation before any permanent damage could occur. A very brief mention
was made that some of the tests might have a 6sligh

The group were then asked to sign ay\g@neralized release form. That was the only release that anyone
signed. We were also told, in no uncertain terms, that everything about Edgewood Arsenal and our participation in
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testing was highly classified. We were informed that we could NEVER digdtisanyone our participation in
testing, anything that happened in testing, anything about the test procedures, the physical layout of the test center
or any of the personnel assigned to the test center with anyone, military or civilian. We were itiatnfese
EVER disclosed anything about this, even after being discharged from the US Army, we would be prosecuted to the
maxi mum extent of the | aw. As one of the personnel
this placewoulb e worth the 40 years in Leavenworth that it
At no time were any of the volunteers informed of what was being tested on them, and that includes at the
moment of the actual tests. We were not asked to sign any other forms, we weremangiverbal information
about what the test consisted of, we were just ordered to report and the tests were done. There wag"'follow
done on each volunteer while they were at Edgewood Arsenal. But, since the vast majority of volunteers were only
there60 days or less, this was a joke.
There was absolutely NO
attempt to ever follow any
Edgewood Volunteers after they left
Edgewood ArsenaNone, no
medical followup, no psychological
followup, nothing at all. Those
soldiers were simply abandoned. In
theearly 1980's, many of those
volunteers received a packet of
material from the National
Academies, purporting to be
following up on the Chemical
Testing Done at Edgewood Arsenal.
There was no form enclosed that
released us from the Oath of Secrecy
that we lad signed, however. As a
result, the majority of those that
responded at all, denied any
problems, denied anything that
might bring any attention to themselves, and some (like myself) denied ever being there. We were all cognizant of
the extreme oath of eecy we had taken at Edgewood Arsenal, and all too many of us saw this as a blatant attempt
to get us to violate that oath. That was the ONLY attempt that was ever made teujpltowthose test subjects.
It was not until many years later that the Seageof Defense lifted the prohibition on speaking to anyone
about what happened at Edgewood Arsenal. However, it is interesting that this was only totally lifted for those who
had been at Edgewood Arsenal prior to 1968. Those that were there frorhAB68hen testing ceased (after
publicity that it was going on) are still enjoined from discussing what happened there to everyone but military and
Department of Veterans Affairs personnel.
The United States Army exposed thousands of soldiers to LSD, RE€C®, st of other psychoactive drugs.
The Army Physician in Charge of that testing for over 10 years has written a book, in which he recounts the many
amusing behaviors and utterances that the test subjects had while under the influence of the Heugsdhris
staff were administering. It is interesting that the United States Army denies that there are any long term effects of
psychoactive drugs. They are the ONLY entity in the world that denies that LSD, PCP and other psychoactive drugs
can (and dohave serious long term effects, including flashbacks, nightmares, and all of the symptoms of PTSD.
It is also interesting that the Department of Veterans Affairs simply refuses to provide any service connected
disability rating to veterans that claim dageacaused by the testing program at Edgewood Arsenal. They will
provide treatment, free of charge, but deny that any lasting effects could possibly have caused any damage to the
individual. But, pray tell, why would such persons require treatment forffdetseof what happened to them at
Edgewood Arsenal, if they suffered no | asting damag

(. .

Edited Text Fromhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgewood Arsenal experiments
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Sickness and Secrecy

By Paul M. Rodriguez
Insight on the News, 8/25/97

Accounts of the mystery sickness called Gulf War Syndrome or Persian Gulf lliness read lidimgrciodp-
ters in a story that could have been written by Michael Crichton,Jlammcy, or the Three Stooges. Current and
former soldiers are getting sicker by the day. Treatment systems in militaryh@ndjovernment facilities areeb
ing called nadequate and confusion down the chain of command is adding to the misenysahttef American
vets and their families.

Backpedaling by the Defense Department about whether soldiers were exposed to biological and chemical
warfare agents during the Persian Gulf War, and the disappearance of 700,008 steédemmunization records
add story lines reeking of conspiracies, cemps and tofsecret intrigue.

Meanwhile, the sick become sicker, and more join the ranks daily. By the hundreds medical staffs, immunologists
and toxicologists, both military and civilian
have come tdnsightwith tales of outrage,
anguish, guilt, suspicion and previously
undisclosed informatiothat provides new

and deeply puzzling data that all hope will
lead to answers and treatment for America's
gulf-war veterans. Most puzzling is the fact
that the sick inglve soldiers from the war

era who deployedas well as those who
never left the U.S. soil or entered any theater
of conflict.

It is from this last clue sickness
among both deployed and nrdeployed that
we begin. If unwritten chapters of this
mysteryconfirm the suspicions of the health
care specialists, secretive medical
experiments such as the Tuskegee syphilis
studies and the live nucleeadiation tests on
U.S. servicemen will pale in comparison.
This is no outer space Andromeda Strain, but
thereis grave concern it could involve a
madscientist experiment gone awrynaybe
- s / even one involving the AIDS virus.

Before proceedlng however, bear in mmd the flrst maxim of investigative journalism and research science:
Never leap to conclusions. Thatid, a small but important element of the unfolding mystery provides startling new
information about where to look and what to look for, who is responsible and
what to do to help sick veterans get betlinis new information emerges after a four momtestigation by
Insightinto origins of Gulf War Syndrome sickness and subsequent laboratory tests conducted on hundreds of
blood samples taken from soldiethose sick and those showing no signs of sickness. The analysis of these results,
some of whicthave been separately reconfirmed (though tests continue), show peculiar antibody levels for an
experimental adjuvant compound known as squalene. This compound, which is not approved for internal human
use other than in highly controlled experiments, has lstudied on animals and humans in recent years as a
promising tool to help boost the body's immune system against such illnesses as influenza, herpes simplex... and
HIV. In fact, it is from the experimental HIV clinical trials run by private firnamdin conjunction with high level
government research projects including those by the U.S. militaat the presence of squalene in the bodies of
the sick guliwar veterans takes on the potentially fiendish qualities of a nightmare.

It is important to na that no such connection has been made by any reputable medical, scientific or
government official. In fact, it is vehemently denied that experimental HIV immunization tests ever were extended
to a general population of sick people or a general popalafimilitary personnel. The reason for such caution is
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evident: Just because squalene antibodies have been found to exist in test samples of a few hulidred Gulf
veterans suffering from the Persian Gulf War Syndrome does not mean they correlatently moen HIV
experimental vaccine tests using the same adjuvant compound.

That said, questions posed lmgightto top officials at the Pentagon; the Army, Navy; Air Force and Marine Corps;
the military reserves; the National Guard; Walter Reed Armglitéd Center; the Veterans Administration; and the
National Institutes of Health (Includinthe National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases) remain
unanswered. Such questions have included the following:

Why do antibodies for the experimtal immunesystem affecting adjuvant known as squalenet approved
for human use beyond highly controlled experimental usasw up in the bloodstreams of gutér veterans who
are sick with a variety oflinesses seemingly unrelated thus far to lamywn biological or chemical agent?

What inoculation was administered to gulér veterans that may have contained squalene as an adjuvant for an
immunization program?

Why have thousands of Gul¥ar veterans told
investigators that the vetars had been administered shot
the contents of which have not been identified?

Why have hundreds of military doctors, nurses and
medics told investigators that they were ordered to
administer shots of secret contents to soldiers and then
ordered talestroy the records?

Where are the hundreds of thousands of pages of sh
records and invoices for the secret contetitat must be
kept and maintained by the military as a matter of law?

Failure to answer such questions is certain to rai
corcerns about conspiracies and secret operations gone
haywire. When answers are evasive, transparently dishonest or stonewalled even bigger trouble is on the way. In
this case, obfuscation by authorities have fed growing mistrust among veterans and iooadjiegsstigators who
have found it all but impossibte pierce the military and intelligence smoke screens surrounding these unusual
illnesses.

Perhaps because they have no hard answers, the Department of Defense [DoD] and the Veterans
Administration[VA] have been responding to massive complaints from many quarters about what appears to many
to be a containment operation. This has raised concern about the integrity of these institutions among veterans,
congressional leaders, and even the top brass.

Insightalso has encountered considerable obstruction within the bureaucracy at the VA and the DoD, but
once top officials were tracked down, they seemed genuinely concerned and earnest. Nonetheless, key questions
that drive so many of the conspiracy thesremain unanswered. Chief among these:

Where are the shot records and why are so many soldiers adamant about having received secret shots to
which nobody officially will admit?

When asked how and why squalene has appeared in the blood of theesiaks;eDoD and VA officials
say they have no clue. They also say the compound should not be there, and that if it proves to be present they'll be
surprised.

Nonetheless, Timothy Gerrity one of the leaders of the investigation into tht\@ulfinessestells
Insight the government will investigate. This might be more impressive if this were the first time the squalene
theory had been called to the attention of the highest levels of governimegoting the Clinton White House and
the top echelons of 8. military and civilian brass. In fact, the theory first was advanced publicly by Pamela Asa, a
Memphis immunologist specializing in autoimmune diseases and symptomatology. The military and civilian
authorities dismissed the "concept" as unfounded pellitegpendent analysis which never was ordered. Why
neither the DoD nor the VA took the initiative to explore these theories, advanced by Asa and several ether well
known specialists, is difficult to determine.

Asa has treated hundreds of veterans #mpwarious signs of autisnmune like diseases and suggested
such symptoms could be due to something called "adjuvants disease." Testing this theory only required evidence
that such an adjuvant was present and, if so, determining how it got there. FplegXeud there been an
immunization using squalene for some unknown medical threat; perhaps even some chemically or biologically
engineered HIMike bug that might attack the adtmmune system in ways similar to those being reported from
vets by the tensf thousands.
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Working with a variety of scientists, including toxicologists, cardiologists, oncologists, AIDS specialists,
immunologists and military and civilian specialists treating Gulf War vetehasighthas discovered the
something that wasn't gposed to be therethe telltale something thahe government officially has denied.

Indeed, Army Col. Ed Koenigsberg, director of the DoD's Persian Gulf War Veterans' lliness Investigation
Team, testified before the President's Advisory Committdeensian Gulf Veterans Disease in October 1995 that
the Asa theory was not plausible because 1) no adjuvant other than aluminum adjuvants (also cddeskalum
adjuvants) had been used on U.S soldiers and 2) there is no such thing as adjuvants disease.

Although the only U.Sapproved adjuvant is alutmased, others
such as squalenéiave been developed and used on laboratory animals and
experimentally on humans in governmapiproved tests. Adjuvants act to rev
up the immune arsenals, so they havenbef special interest, for example, in
searching for a way to deal with HI¥A drawback of adjuvants, however (and
a matter of concern and debate within scientific and medical circles for years),
is that they can trigger immune responses that go oundfat or generate
immune reactions that attack the patient from within. Science has determined
that only in the most advanced and careful experimental tests may squalene
and a related polymer compound known as squalane be used on human
guinea pigs.Except for work with a few cutting edge pharmaceuticals (and
then only with approval from federal authorities), only government agencies
are involved in human experimental tests using adjuvants.

Agencies authorized to conduct human experiments inthelilational

Institutes of Health, Infectious Diseases, and Allergy Center and the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center, to name but two. In fact, the NIH and the Walter
Reed facilities have been experimenting since at least the late 80s with
immunizations tht might combat the terrible scourge of HIV. Typically, the
experimental "immunizations" are mixed with adjuvatitke alum, squalene
and squalane liquidsto provide a boost to the experimental vaccines.
When the theory first was raised that on¢hefimmunizations and an
adjuvant could cause Gular sickness, the military said it was imposside did medical authorities at the VA
and civilians at the White House. But, curiously, the military commissioned a study to review adjuvants disease,
which supposedly does not exist, and immunizations. The results were released in Marctixl8@hiths after
Koenigsberg testified before the President's Advisory committee. In this report, prepared by the U.S Army Medical
Research and Material Command U8AMRMC, the "investigation team" concluded that the only vaccines and
immunizations administered to soldiers were publicly known and werelzdised, that nothing but alum was used
as an adjuvant and, therefore, the theory was faulty.

"The basic hypottes and supporting evidence presented ... are flawed or inaccurate. Available information
strongly argues against (this) hypothesis:

1. All vaccines used during the GW have a long historgafety and all, except Betox which was used
underan IND, were licensed by the FDA at the time of the Gulf War.

2. Since the standard immunization series is given to individuakbssic and advanced training, only a
relatively smallnumber of additional vaccines were givenrithg deploymentto the Persian Gulf, and the
previous use of these vaccines mas resulted in problemsrsilar to those reportedylGW veteran's.

3. All vaccine lots are indidually licensed for safety arefficiency. Thevaccines usedherefore, are
unlikely to becontaminated or of low quality.

4. The only adjuvant e in the vaccines given to Gpérsonnel was alum. Alum is an FEa{proved
adjuvantwith a long history of safety. It has beenagi to millions of people worldwide without
significant problems. Nexperimental adjuvastwere used by thanilitary.

5. There are no reports of alum causing HAD [HumaAdjuvants Disease] or any other chronic disease.

6. There are no reports of chronic inflammatory responses aitbée of immunization with vaawes
containing alum as woulde expected if HAD were to occur

7. Several recent studies (1&ports to date) have failed$bow any asociation beteen siliconegel
implants andncreased incidence of connective tissue disease. There isdpi@rting evidence, other
than anecdotal reports, thalliconegel implants cause an increase in connective tisksmases or HAD."
The last item No. 7- refers to theories advanced by several scientists, including Asa, that symptoms
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